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The guest speaker at 
a popular metro prayer 
event invited a crowd of 
Oklahomans to a wed-
ding on Wednesday – 
their own.

Tim Philpot, a judge of 
the Fayette Circuit Fam-
ily Court in Kentucky, 
used a marriage meta-
phor to share the Gospel 
at the 34th annual Metro 
Prayer Breakfast at the 
Cox Convention Center 
in Oklahoma City.

“This nuptial model is 
all over the Bible — we 
are the Bride of Christ,” 
Philpot said.

“Marriage is the great-
est metaphor that we 
have.”

Prior to Philpot’s pre-
sentation, government 
and business leaders 
shared remarks and led 
the estimated crowd of 
1,100 in prayer.

Gov. Mary Fallin said 
she was grateful for those 
who gathered.

“It is very encourag-
ing to always see a large 
crowd at this breakfast, 
to see how many of our 
fellow Oklahomans have 
come year after year 
after year to this event 
to spread the gospel, to 
talk about their faith and 
to continue to encourage 
other men and women to 
learn more about God’s 
faithfulness in our life,” 
Fallin said.

Individuals who led 
prayers include U.S. Sen. 
James Lankford, R-Okla-

homa City; Joel Harder 
with the state Capitol 
Commission; and Sam 
Pappas with MacArthur 
Associated Consultants, 
while Oklahoma City 
Vice Mayor David Green-
well gave the welcome.

“We humbly place 
Oklahoma City and our 
entire state in the hands 
of the great Redeemer,” 
Harder said in his prayer 
for the city and state.

Lankford led the group 
in prayer for the nation 
and the world, the presi-
dential administration, 
U.S. Supreme Court, 
Congress, the military, 
the crisis in Syria, the 
national debt and con-
tentious conversations 
being held around dinner 
tables and in communi-
ties across the country.

“We’re asking you to 
show us our part and how 
to represent your peace 
to a world that seems to 
be in chaos,” he said.

“You are the father of 
peace, so I pray that you 
would help us to demon-
strate that to the people 
around us. Help us to be 
the shining city on a hill 
that you called us to be 
— not just in words but in 
reality.”     

Meanwhile, in his key-
note speech, Philpot said 
he has learned through 
his judicial role that the 
number one crisis facing 
America is fatherless-
ness. He also said “mar-
riage is disappearing” 
and divorce is “way more 
tragic than you think it 
is.”

Philpot served as a 
Kentucky state legisla-
tor and president of the 
CBMC International 
before returning to his 
legal career full time and 
eventually be elected to 
serve in a judicial capac-
ity in 2004. His book 
“Judge Z: Irretrievably 
Broken” is about fam-
ily court and marriage in 
America.

“Marriage is so impor-
tant, and we’ve lost track 
of that. We’ve messed 
up so bad that we now 
have ‘family court.’ What 
an oxymoron,” he told 
breakfast guests.

However, Philpot said 
there is a Heavenly Father 
who is is the embodi-
ment of love and there 
is a marriage opportu-
nity for those who give 
their hearts to Christ. He 
said Christ is the divine 
Bridegroom for the body 
of Christian believers.   

“It’s a mystery. It’s 
too sacred to put words 

on a piece of paper and 
it’s a metaphor for the 
relationship God wants 

to have with every single 
person in this room,” 
Philpot said.

“He wants you to know
Him as the love of His life
and the love of your life.”

Breakfast speaker invites 
crowd to divine nuptials 
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BROKEN ARROW — U.S. 
Sen. James Lankford likes 
to describe his constitu-
ent meetings as commu-
nity conversations.

For some of Lankford’s 
colleagues, these meet-
ings have been more like 
community arguments.

But Lankford was able 
to maintain a steady 
tone through a meeting 
Tuesday afternoon 
with about 50 people 
in Claremore and a 
succession of five groups 
of similar size Tuesday 
evening in a downtown 
Broken Arrow restaurant.

The unusual format, 
which Lankford says 
allows him to interact 
with more people and 
answer more questions, 
also may have contrib-
uted to fairly low-key 
discussions.

While some ques-
tions were very direct, no 
one directly confronted 
Lankford. He worked his 
way through each group 
by pulling names from a 
red bucket.

A few of the dissenting 
red cards seen elsewhere 
popped up, but not many.

“I’m trying to bring the 
volume down,” Lank-
ford said in response to a 
question about the anger 

in American politics.
“We’re in this weird 

cycle of tit for tat, and 
it just gets louder and 
louder.”

On another occasion, 
he blamed social media 
for some of that and 
said, “I’m very aware our 
president is not a good 
example of how to do 
social media.”

In Claremore, Lankford 
surprised a questioner 
by saying he believes 
President Donald Trump 
should release his income 
tax returns.

“He promised he 
would,” Lankford said. 
“He should keep his 
promise.”

Health care and health 
insurance did not domi-
nate the questions but 
were the largest share, 
and tended to get the lon-
gest answers.

Most dealt with GOP 
efforts to replace the 
Affordable Care Act, but 
also covered pharmaceu-
tical costs, family plan-
ning, mental health and 
women’s health.

Lankford said the 
ACA’s “concept” was 
sound, but it failed in 
implementation.

“What President 
Obama put out in 2008, 
2009, 2010 was a good 
idea in general concept,” 
Lankford said.

“In implementation, it 
didn’t work.”

But Lankford said a 
health care reform bill 
that provides fewer ben-
efits for the people who 
need them most will 
not make it through the 
Republican-led Senate.

“The bill the House put 
out originally would have 
included twice as many 
people with half as much 
help,” Lankford told one 
group in Broken Arrow. 
“That would not get 
through the Senate.”

Lankford said any 
health care reform mea-
sure will have to include 
guarantee issue (meaning 
coverage regardless of 

pre-existing conditions),
children remaining on
their parents’ insurance
until age 26 and a ban on
lifetime caps.

Lankford said he
expects a health care 
reform bill to reach 
Trump by the end of
June.

In just about every
session, Lankford took
questions about wom-
en’s health, abortion and 
defunding Planned Par-
enthood.

In each case, Lankford 
said he favors transfer-
ring federal dollars now 
going to Planned Parent-
hood to federally quali-
fied health clinics.

Lankford’s meetings defy 
recent confrontational trend

Tim Philpot, a judge of the 

Fayette Circuit Family Court 

in Kentucky, speaks at the 

34th annual Metro Prayer 

Breakfast on Wednesday at 

the Cox Convention Center 
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Guests bow their heads in prayer during the 34th annual Metro Prayer Breakfast on 

Wednesday at the Cox Convention Center in Oklahoma City. 

Crossing guards

A pair of Canada geese and their goslings cross the street Monday in Yukon. [PHOTO BY 

STEVE GOOCH, THE OKLAHOMAN]

FROM STAFF REPORTS 

A 16-year-old boy died 
in a Cherokee County 
crash Tuesday, the Okla-
homa Highway Patrol 
reported.

The boy was dead at 
the scene about 2:50 p.m. 
on State Highway 251A 
on the Fort Gibson Dam, 
about 2 miles southwest 
of Hulbert.

The boy was driving a 

pickup east on the high-
way and hit a rock wall. 
He was not wearing a seat 
belt and was alone in the 
vehicle.

The victim’s name was 
not released by the patrol.

16-year-old boy killed in 
Cherokee County crash Tuesday


