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JESUS CHRIST + 
THE MARKETPLACE
= CBMC

LETTER 
from the

PRESIDENT

In one of his parables, Jesus declared that the kingdom 
of God is like a grain of mustard seed that grows to 
become a tree “larger than all the garden plants”  
(Mark 8:30-32).  Today, we live in a time when Jesus’ 
words have become reality.  Christianity is the only 
global religion in both numbers and geographical 
presence.  Because of the love and sacrifice of 
dedicated Christians over the last 200 years,  
authentic Christ-followers live and work in every  
major city of the world today. This facilitates the 
next step in the growth of the mustard tree:  
Marketplace Ministry. 

Marketplace ministry is the intentional activities of 
Christians as Christ’s ambassadors in the marketplace 
touching the lives of those they work with or serve 
every day.  Information technology and globalization 
help put CBMC on the forefront of marketplace ministry.  

CBMC International is an interdenominational, evangelical 
Christian organization comprised of national associations around 
the world. We share a common statement of beliefs, ministry 
practices and a passion to see lives transformed by the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.
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Dear Friends:

Since 1930 business and professional men and women in CBMC teams 
have been helping their colleagues find answers to life’s difficult questions.  

Over 2000 years ago, the author of the Christian faith, Jesus Christ, once 
asked two men an important life question: What are you seeking? The 
context of this meeting found in John 1:19-51, indicates the men were 
actually seeking an extraordinary person, someone who fit the description 
“the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” and the title “the 
Son of God.” They were told this person was Jesus Christ. As they spent time 
with Jesus, these men declared him to be the very One they were seeking.

Today, in our globalized, information-driven and uncertain world, people are still seeking 
answers to life’s difficult questions. Whether they realize it or not, ultimately they too are  
seeking something or someone who can help make sense of it all. Studies have consistently 
shown that the most important need of employees is to have purpose, meaning and 
significance. Most are hoping their workplace will provide it, but is this possible?

Anyone who begins an honest search for answers about life has a good chance of 
finding them.  Jesus himself said, “Everyone who seeks finds” (Matthew 7: 7-11). True 
purpose is not found in one’s work but rather in one’s identity. Identity asks: Who am I 
and why am I here? Who can give a better explanation of a person’s identity than the 
creator of that person? As Christians and CBMC leaders, we have come to know that 
truth and identity are indeed, found in a person, Jesus Christ. Therefore, it is our 
privilege and service to help others find this person, to find their true identity which 
opens the door to true purpose, meaning and significance in life. I invite you to read this 
report and learn more about these business and professional Christ-followers who call 
themselves CBMC. Then come and join us in our vision:

“The Global Marketplace Transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”

All Glory to God,

James D. Firnstahl
President

P.S. Your prayers and gifts help us encourage and mobilize 1,500+ teams around the 
globe. For updates, please send your email address to Joy Marple, Ministry Coordinator 
at jmarple@cbmcint.org
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Frank Suchy
Board Member, Germany

Jim Firnstahl
President, USA

Sanjay Gunasingh
Board Member, India

Yidana Mahami
Board Member, Ghana

1930:
 CBMC Began in 
 North America 
 (Chicago)

1950:
 CBMC Began in 
 Pacific Region
 (Australia)

1952:
 CBMC Began in 
 Asia (Korea)

1950’s 
 (mid):
 CBMC Began in 
 Latin America (Mexico)

1972:
 CBMC Began in 
 Africa
 (South Africa)

1938:
 First CBMC 
 International 
 Conference

Today:
 CBMC Leads Marketplace 
 Ministry with Ministry Teams
 in 94 Countries & 6 Continents

1987:
 CBMC International 
 Established as the Global   
 Association for CBMC

1956:
 CBMC Began in 
 Europe (Holland)

Wouter Droppers
The Netherlands

Julio César Acuña
Ecuador

Enrique Cepeda
Mexico

R.G. LeTourneau
Circa 1939

The Global 
Marketplace 
Transformed 
by the Gospel
of Jesus Christ. 
CBMC International is a global association of 
Christian business and professional men and 
women devoted to living and sharing the Gospel
of Jesus Christ in the workplace.  From its inception 
as a small group of business executives in 1930, 
CBMC’s marketplace ministry today resides in 
94 countries and six continents.  Through our six 
unique ministry practices: Calling, Prayer, Teams, 
Evangelism, Discipleship and Leadership, CBMC 
prepares its members to be Christ’s ambassadors.

Our mission is to establish and 
strengthen CBMC national and regional teams to be 
effective as they present the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to their colleagues in the global marketplace and to 
help others be transformed to Christ-likeness.

1939 Convention

The Global Leadership 
Team is composed 

of Full-time National 
Leaders within 

their region. 

Our Board is composed
of independent business
and professionals who
are active in their
global marketplace.

David Martin
Board Member, Northern Ireland
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A very successful three day Leadership and Coach 
Training Event was conducted in Lusaka, Zambia 
in June, 2015. There were 36 leaders from Zambia, 
Zimbabwe, Ghana and South Africa. The training was 
very helpful, especially for the new members.   

Ten CBMC members traveled from Cape Town, through 
Gaborone, Botswana, and Livingstone to Lusaka, 
Zambia. As they drove through each town, they 
stopped for a time of prayer and ministry materials 
were distributed.   

Jim Firnstahl, President of CBMC International was very 
instrumental in casting a world vision of CBMC and the 
growing importance to be more intentional to target 
high profile business leaders, government officials, 
CEOs, business owners, and young entrepreneurs. His 
talks were very inspiring and motivating and gave new 
vision to the leadership in how to claim their cities and 

countries for Christ through organized 
prayer breakfasts and outreach events. 
Paul Johnson, coach trainer from the USA 
also led an Induction Training Course.

Thank you to the African Executive 
Committee. We pray God continues to 
bless you as you work to expand the 
ministry in Africa. 

Forty CBMC leaders from South Africa gathered near 
Cape Town for the annual Leadership Weekend.  
Alex Chisanga, Zambia and Masimba Chimwara, 
Zimbabwe, members of the Africa Leadership Team 
also attended.  

Currently the ministry consists of members from small 
and medium business markets.

Strategies were discussed on how to expand and equip 
the ministry to: 

 1.  Reach the larger corporate markets, CEO’s and  
  medical professionals.  

 2.  Reach the Young Professionals and incorporate  
  them into the ministry.

 3.  Better train and equip CBMC Leaders.

Other topics included the October 2016 CBMC South 
Africa National and All-Africa Convention. This will
be the first All-Africa CBMC Convention, so expectations 
are high for involvement of teams and members 
from all across Africa. Both the International Board and 
the Global Leadership Team will join us.  

As an active young boy, I am responsible for most 
of the grey hair on my belated mother’s head. My 
brother, Jaco and I were active sportsmen. I gave my 
heart to the Lord at age 14, but not realizing what it 
meant I continued my teenage path into manhood —
through studies, marriage and fatherhood. 

As a farmer I faced many challenges often 
wondering what God’s plan for my life 
entailed.  My brother joined CBMC and often 
prayed for me. 

While attending a Business Action Group 
Weekend, I met up with old acquaintances 
who casually mentioned they were praying 
for me. It blessed me that I meant so much to 
them that they would spend time on me. This 
weekend, together with my brother and these men 
willing to give of their precious time to pray for me, 
changed the course of my life. 

Growing not only as a man but also as a child of God, 
both my brother and I became Team Leaders of CBMC 
groups. In 2014, I was elected a Board Member 
of CBMC South Africa. Today I still face the same 
challenges, but as an equipped man of God. 

The CBMC South Africa ministry office is now located 
on one of our farms in Paarl. 

Strategic Planning 2016

Training Program, Zambia

Cameroon 
Ethiopia 
Ghana 
Kenya 
Madagascar 
Nigeria 
Rwanda
South Africa 
Swaziland 
Togo
Uganda 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

MEETING WITH FARM MANAGEMENT TEAM

Bennie Van der Merwe;  
Board Member, Grape Farmer and 

Exporter to Europe and Asia

HISTORICAL BUILDING HOSTING CBMC OFFICE,
PAARL NORTH, SOUTH AFRICA

In February, 2016 CBMC had the privilege of visiting the 
South African Parliament. Our host was Steve Swart of the 
ACDP (African Christian Democratic Party). We prayed in the 
meeting room of the ruling party, experienced the beautiful 
library, had lunch with Steve and Kenneth Meshoe, President of 
the African Christian Democratic Party, and had the privilege 
to attend a live session of parliament. Please pray with us that 
God would continue to open these doors for ministry.

Visiting Parliament

SOUTH AFRICA LEADERS WITH KENNETH AND STEVE

Together we 
can do so much more.“

“

STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSIONS



Korea

I participated as a servant in the 
Seventh CBMC Vision School. It was 
during an announcement from CHISTA 
work place ministry that I heard about 

CBMC for the first time. Curiosity led me to join in the First CBMC 
Vision School for Chinese Students in Korea. I was blessed during 
those three days with overwhelming love, care, and a whole new 
perspective on my job. A year has passed and what still impresses 
me is those people called themselves servants.

In March 2016 I began a quiet time. Thanks to God, He led me 
to the Bible passage, “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and 
you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.” When I 
seek God with all my heart, I realize that He prepared abundant 
grace for me in advance. Being aware that God’s Word wins over 
circumstances helps me to turn to God immediately in complex 
situations. When I respond to circumstances not with my own 
strength but God’s Word, I’m invited to experience God. When 
I lay down my wisdom and rely upon his, what waits for me is 
overwhelming blessing.’ This epiphany also strengthens my faith. 

Serving in the CBMC Chinese Vision School helped me to 
experience God’s presence. I had been assigned to the Intercession 
Team, which was a mystery, since praying was certainly my 
weakest point. However God let me be humble and obey him. For 
the first time ever I prayed for someone whom I didn’t know well. I 
asked the Lord to have mercy on her and deliver her into salvation. 
What happened next was amazing. After the pastor suggested this 
sister pray to accept Jesus as her Savior — she did! 

Thanks to God, these four days of serving opened my eyes to what 
I could not see before, and made my vision clearer. This experience 
made me find more grace than last year as a participant. From now 
on, I want to stand up to serve other people.    

- Jiang Yan Ling, 
Seoul, Republic of Korea

A
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IA
Praise the Lord! I am extremely delighted 
to share as a servant of the Chinese 
Speaking Vision School. This is my fourth 
time to join. Being a servant, I really 
experience the meaning of “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive.”

I learned a lot through team building with 
the Korean brothers and sisters. Their 

devotion to Christ and love of each other impressed me 
a lot. Their attitude towards serving is really our role 
model that our ‘Being’ is more important than ‘Doing.’ 
We are told to have a quiet time (QT) with God and 
make our application of Biblical learning in our way 
of service to the Lord.  The group leaders teach us to 
have a heart of ‘worship’ during the time we serve.  
Once when I was serving on the ‘Prayer Team,’ we 
experienced being led by the Holy Spirit, “Not by might 
nor by power, but by the Spirit,” (Zechariah 4:6). I really 
felt the joy of serving Christ during the whole time.

Under God’s grace and 
mercy, in April/May 
2017, Hong Kong will be 
hosting the 9th Chinese 
Vision School. I hope 

that more people can come and join 
us to receive their unique “Vision” of 
calling from God for their way ahead. 
Through working as a servant, we can 
cherish the service we provide through 
the grace and leading of the Holy 
Spirit. We can show our love to each 
other by first tasting the love of God.

May all past Vision School students come and join us 
again as a servant to “let your light shine before men, 
that they may see your good deeds and praise your 
Father in Heaven.” (Matthew 5:16) Amen!
 
- Alice Tam, Hong Kong, CBMC Asian Board Secretary

Bangladesh
Brunei
Cambodia
China
East Timor-Leste
Hong Kong
India
Indonesia
Japan
Kazakhstan
Kuwait
Kyrgyzstan
Laos
Lebanon
Macau
Malaysia
Mongolia
Myanmar
Nepal
Pakistan
Philippines
Qatar
Singapore
Republic 
 of Korea
Sri Lanka 
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
United Arab     
 Emirates
Uzbekistan
Vietnam

Chinese Speaking 
Vision School

Operation Timothy (OT) 
has been part of my life 
for nearly a decade. OT is 
one of the most rewarding 
investments of my time 
in CBMC ministries. About 
twice a month, 100 minutes 
each time, I get to meet 
with my “Timothy”, one-at-a-time, to review the OT 
materials, share life challenges, and pray and hold each 
other accountable for spiritual growth. My “Timothys” are 
all busy executives with extensive international business 
travels. Being a chief executive of a 2,000 staff firm and 
a father of four school-age children myself, I understand 
how time management is a constant challenge in the 
marketplace. I appreciate my “Timothys” for sharing 
two years or more of their life journeys with me in OT. 
Both “Paul” and “Timothy” benefit from it. I will continue 
serving other “Timothys” in the future.

- Weiwang Chen, Ph D., Taipei, Taiwan

Operation Timothy

PRAYER BREAKFAST – TAIWAN

CONFERENCE – 
TOKYO, JAPAN

Hong Kong
I grew from being a 

self-centered and conceited new convert in 2004 to being a God-
centered disciple thanks to the nurture of CBMC. Participating in 
the Chinese CBMC Vision School held in Korea in early May 2014 
was a precious experience to me. The witness and love of the 
fellow CBMCers from China, Taiwan, Macau and Hong Kong left 
an ineffaceable imprint on my life. Not only does my love for God 
grow passionately, I am envisioned for CBMC’s mission to witness 
Christ towards those overseas and particularly Mainland China. 
The fervent hospitality of the Korean serving team touched me 
with the love of Christ, motivating me to imitate them by living 
out the unfathomable and unconditional love of Christ. 

- Francis Chau, Deputy Chapter Leader,
Causeway Bay Chapter, Hong Kong 

Becoming involved with a group of 
people who have a passion to see 
the Gospel message shared with 
Business and Professional people 

warms my heart. To me these men and women are 
a vital part of a healthy and strong global church. To 
see a group focus on discipling others is one reason 
I got involved with CBMC Australia. The discipleship 
tools that are available within the ministry to 
outreach and connect with people is amazing. For 
me the tools have helps that deepen my personal 
walk with God. Standing with others in prayer helps 
see lives changed for those we pray for--this is 
encouraging and strengthens our faith.       

- Trent Frecklington , Brisbane 
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Australia
New Zealand

Australia

2015 ASIA CONFERENCE  -
HONG KONG
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I was introduced to CBMC 
in 2009 when Latvia was 
experiencing financially 
hard times and also my 
business had certain 
difficulties in a cashflow. 
I participated in the 
seminar “Business by the 
Book”. During the seminar 
in the light of Bible I 
understood that I am just 
an administrator of the business what actually belongs 
to God. God started to change my way of thinking and 

at this moment I have changed many 
things in my daily business to the better. 
Very good oportunity of taking part in 
Forum groups. The benefit of having 
different view on each person’s problems 
they share is very valuable and beneficial. 
Also active participation by inviting some 
friends to the outreach breakfasts is huge 
benefit thus seeing God’s great work in 
people hearts. 

- Māris Dižgalvis

My name is Idajet Zalla and 
I am married to my wife 
Ilda. We have three children 
and I live in Albania.  Three 
years ago I was visiting the 
Europartners Conference 
(CBMC Europe) in Macedonia with some CBMC friends. 
During this conference, God touched my heart and I gave 
my life to Jesus. This was already great, but it became 
even more special when my wife, Ilda, gave her heart 
to Jesus as well.  And by writing this, my friend Murat 
wants to know more of Jesus. Please pray for him that 
he may also receive Christ. We thank God for His great 
gift and the miracles He performed in our lives.  

- Idajet Zalla

Doing business and 
being a Christian used 

to be two separate worlds for me. By my environment I 
learned to rely on tricks, but actually I was looking for men 
in my direct working environment who could teach me how 
to be a Christian in daily life. A group where I can be open 
and transparant and with whom I can discuss the deeper 
questions of life. Together with my men I like to talk about 
my struggles, without easy answers. This I find within my 
CBMC group. I also attended a CBMC course on spiritual 
leadership and I always feel encouraged at the National 
CBMC Meetings.  - Ronald Kuyper

This weekend I was at the crossroads of my life, I was 
very restless. I had to terminate my business and 
needed to think about how to proceed. I searched 
for silence and in this silence I encountered God and 
myself -- then I came to rest. It was my desire to 
meet God and during this retreat weekend I really 
experienced Him. During the weekend I came across 
the text that says you should not look back with your 
hand on the plow. If you receive this power, you will 
get straight tracks. It was clear to me that I should 
not look back at my company, but look forward. It is not about what you 
have accomplished, but what lies ahead. The future is still uncertain, but this 
experience with God has given me strength.      - Theo Leeuwenkamp

Sharing by generations, a CBMC program (Paul and Timothy). 
Jan Willem (senior) and Bram (junior) have become good 
friends through this program. 
Bram: “I signed up for this program with the aim to be able 
to spar with an experienced and successful businessman. 
Relationship with faith is important and Jan Willem has 
found a way to let faith guide him in his work. This is 
valuable to me as a young entrepreneur who wants to setup 
his own business with a number of partners in the long term. 
It is a common walk to learn to let faith guide you in doing 

business. We both experience this as very valuable. I greatly liked the father-
like mentor that Jan Willem has been to me and I am very happy with it.” 
Jan Willem: “I am impressed by the enthusiasm and passion that Bram 
shows to achieve something, those are things I recognize in myself and it is 
important to connect that passion with faith.”

- Jan Willem Smedema and Bram van der Boom

YOUNG PROFESSIONAL GROUP IN PARIS WITH 
JIM AND EMILY FIRNSTAHL

Albania

The Netherlands

Today I look at 
business as a way not 
only to make a living, 
but an opportunity 
to make the Living 
God known.

- Artur Ghulyan

“ “
I am Artur Ghulyan and I am 
a finance lecturer, taekwondo 
trainer and jury member. Since 

2015 I had the privilege to be part of CBMC/Europartners 
Armenia and traveled to different conferences in Europe 
where I met similar professionals and business people. 
Coming from former Soviet Union country their warm 
welcome and open Christian spirit impacted me greatly. 

The local CBMC in Armenia was 
another factor that changed my 
thinking towards my business 
and professional career. It was the 
CBMC model directed by Dr. Levon 
Bardakjian, who, being financially 
blessed in his personal business was 
able to evangelize and equip leaders 
to make Christ known in different 
levels of government and the public sector. 

After my experiences with CBMC/Europartners I am 
more enthusiastic to use each and every opportunity to 
make Christ known because CBMC gave me the courage 
and alternative ways of evangelizing without being 
limited to a church setting.  I have also learned that my 
professionalism and business is a God-given opportunity 
to share the Gospel.
 
Today I look at business as a way not only to make a 
living, but an opportunity to make the Living God known.

- Artur Ghulyan

Albania
Armenia
Belarus
Belgium
Croatia
Czech Republic
England
Estonia
Finland
France
Hungary
Ireland
Italy
Latvia
Macedonia
Moldova
Northern Ireland
Norway
Poland
Romania
Russia
Serbia 
Slovakia 
Slovenia
Spain 
Switzerland
The Netherlands
Ukraine

Armenia

NATIONAL PRAYER BREAKFAST – HELSINKI, FINLAND

Latvia

EUROPARTNERS CONFERENCE – ROTTERDAM
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In August 2015 CBMC/CPEC developed the Latin 
American Leadership Summit with the support of 
CBMC USA and CBMC International. The sharing 
of CBMC Basics by the team coaches; the vision-
casting by Jim Firnstahl, president of CBMC 
International and the teaching of CBMC best 
practices were essential to taking the ministry 
to the next level. The time together was an 
extraordinary blessing. 

“Attending the Latin American Leadership Summit 
was a blessing. God had already planned this 
weekend. Every teaching, every word said by the 
speakers was building into my life. I came home 
wanting to do what Jesus did, fulfill the Great 
Commission and be a disciplined person, for his 
glory. God is wonderful.”

– Paula Cruz de Mora, Ecuador

Carlos Pantoja, Machala, Ecuador was introduced to 
CBMC at the 2014 World Convention. He was trained in 
how to reach business people and disciple them. Living 
in a city of 300,000, he has already organized several 
meetings of impact to business people. Currently we 
have men, women and youth praying in several teams/
committees.

“The experience to disciple businessmen definitely
 has been a transforming experience in my life, and 
the life of the team preparing to impact the city.”  

– Carlos

“For me CBMC ministry is a great blessing in my 
maturity as a Christian. My entrance to the ministry 
changes my life in terms of how I think about others. 
The study ‘Seeing As God Sees,’ started me looking for 
daily opportunities that God was giving me to share 
my life with others, even in my family. My commitment 
as an Ambassador of the Kingdom is sharing his love 
from his infinite mercy in my life.”

– Mariela Pantoja, Machala, Ecuador

Aruba
Bolivia
Brazil
Chile
Colombia
Costa Rica
Dominican
 Republic
Ecuador
Guatemala
Mexico
Peru
Suriname
USA -
 Hispanic  
 Ministry *
Venezuela

In November 2015, CBMC Venezuela held its 3rd National Convention 
with the theme “Redefined.” The convention’s focus was to encourage 
CBMC team members to remember the importance of having their life, 
enterprise and profession stand out with a new sense of purpose and 
hope. More than 70 people from several important cities in the country 
attended. The convention presented several opportunities to start new 
CBMC teams in other cities in Venezuela.

Following the convention, the focus was on 
strengthening teams and discipleship. At present, 
a team of CBMC Leaders has been trained to start 
three new committees/teams. They are preparing 
to extend the ministry to new cities.

November 4-6, 2016 the 4th Latin America 
Convention will be held. We hope to have more than 
150 delegates from the different Latin American 
countries as well as important local leaders. Our 
theme will be “Connections That Transform.”

OUTREACH MEETING FOR BUSINESS PEOPLE IN MACHALA, ECUADOR

Long Term Impact 
Begins One-to-One

“But none of these things move me; nor do 
I count my life dear to myself, so that I may 
finish my race with joy, and the ministry 
which I received from the Lord Jesus, to 
testify to the gospel of the grace of God.”

– Paul in his message to the Ephesian disciples

During the last few years in CBMC Latin America ministry, 
we have emphasized one priority: To impact the world 
one-by-one. The great transformation begins when 
those impacted by the gospel begin to influence others 
through their life. This begins a global transformation.

Using new technologies, we have connected, through 
CBMC Leadership School, the members of CBMC in 
several Latin American countries. The purpose is for 
prayer and training in the use of CBMC tools including 
“Fruit That Remains” and “The 10 Attributes of the 
Ambassador of Christ.”  This has been a wonderful 
experience joining many CBMC Leaders across the 
continent with our unique vision.

WOMEN’S TEAMS HAVE A STRONG PRESENCE IN 
SEVERAL LATIN AMERICAN COUNTRIES.

Team Building

National 
Convention

Outreach

At the end of April 2016, the 5th Golf Tournament was held in Valencia, 
Venezuela with more than 140 golfers in attendance. This was a great 
opportunity to reach business people 
for Christ. The golf event included not 
only the golfers but also sponsors, 
media and contributors.

Leadership Development

Young professionals 
have been taking 
center stage in 
CBMC Latin America. They have started several 
committees/teams whose members are 25-35 years 
old. They have their own methodology and have 
adapted the CBMC Basics to their generation. These 
tools allow for creative responses to the young 
professional’s deep spiritual inquires.

“The new generation will be our principal focus for 
the next few years.” 

– Julio César Acuña, Director CBMC Latin America

Young
Professionals

A unique 
life experience! 
I found my 
reason for 
being! This 
opportunity 
changed 
my life!

- Juan Daniel Asto Chil, Peru

“

“
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Dan came to 
Christ in 1994 
but really had no 

idea what it meant.  An elder in his church told him to find 
a Christian businessman and have that man mentor him.  
Dan found the head of CBMC in central Florida, Bill Martin 
and it was then, while going through discipleship training 
(Operation Timothy) when Dan’s faith became real.

Dan continued 
to battle the 
world believing 
beer and girls 
were his ticket 
to happiness 
but in February 
2006, everything 
changed.  While 
walking his dog, 
Dan was struck 
and almost killed by a car.  After 30 days in the hospital 
and another 6-months in a wheelchair Dan decided it 
was time to get serious about his faith.  He ramped up 
his involvement in CBMC and quickly found that it fit his 
spiritual needs “like a fine coat.”  He saw that CBMC was 
precisely what he needed to connect his business interests 
with his spiritual hunger.

“My accident was the turning point in my life because it 
caused me to re-prioritize my life and set my compass 
heading on Christ, because Jesus had really become a true
Savior to me.”   - Dan Shock

Mike discovered 
CBMC in 2005 from 
a business associate.  That associate wanted to know 
if Mike was being intentional about using his business 
as a platform for ministry.  Mike came away thinking 
his answers were awful.

The associate then invited Mike to come and meet 
a few CBMC guys in the area and Mike accepted. 
“These guys were so open and honest about sharing 
Christ and the thing I noticed is that they all talked 
about something called life-on-life.”

In 2013 Mike felt God calling him to a mission field, 
so he decided to spend 40-days listening for God to 
direct his next steps.  That silence didn’t last one day 
before three of his friends called asking that he pray 
about taking the helm of a marketplace ministry in 
northeastern Ohio. That ministry was CBMC.

The first planning meeting was supposed to be three 
friends and Mike.  It turned out to be 25 men. The 
next gathering was a vision-casting get together for 
45 people, but God brought 143 and in May of 2014, 
the Cleveland Leadership Prayer Breakfast restarted 
with 900 people. 

Mike Hopkins is now the CBMC Area Director of NE 
Ohio, with five Connect3 teams.  Two ladies teams 
have formed with another two about to start.

“Today, I look at what has been accomplished for 
God’s glory and I’m humbled and overwhelmed,” 
whispered Hopkins.  He understands fully that the 
strides taken in the Buckeye state have little to do 
with him or his team, but rather the result of 
listening to and executing what God 
has directed.     - Mike Hopkins

As Kevin passed from adolescence to 
adulthood he realized his involvement with 
CBMC was a passive experience rather than 
a passionate, intentional relationship. “My 
dad had always directed my involvement 
and he was always encouraging my 
brothers and me to come with him, get 
involved, and take an active role.”

In the late 90’s Kevin decided to take the 
baton from his father, Patrick (President 
Emeritus of CBMC-USA) and forge a path 
of his own in the ministry. He quickly 

plugged into a Christian brother and began taking 
ownership of his CBMC experience. 

“I will never forget going through Operation Timothy.  It 
has been 15-years and yet I recall the materials and the 
life-on-life experience like it was yesterday.” Looking 
back he says the biggest impact of his life in CBMC is the 
realization that the marketplace, where he works, is the 
ministry.  Kevin laughs, “Imagine my reaction when I 
fully realized that my mission field is right here where 
I work - WOW!” 

Kevin understands that every day he must be intentional 
about sharing Christ with others. “Osmosis doesn’t work, 
we have to reach out to others.”  As he looks back over 
the years, he sees a ministry that has helped shape him as 
a son, a husband and a father. He understands now why 
CBMC has been relevant to so many for so long.  

- Kevin O’Neal  (2nd Generation CBMCer)

Changed Life

Life-on-Life

Dan (on right) with Norm McClellan

Power of Teams Troy Duell is what the corporate 
world might label a young lion. 

He is married to his college sweetheart and has three beautiful children. In 
2013, Centurion Labs was in a growth mode and he found himself slammed 
between burdening business demands and family responsibilities. “Trying to 
keep everything in balance wasn’t getting any easier,” Troy lamented.

He recalls being invited to a lunch in Birmingham, where a man from CBMC 
named Mark Whitacre would ask a pivotal question, “So… what are you, 
a tourist or an ambassador? And in particular… are you a Marketplace 
Ambassador for Christ or are you simply going through the motions?”   
Troy was consumed by that question. So much so that he assembled a team 
of men in Birmingham who came together to form a CBMC team. 

Troy knows firsthand what can happen when someone reaches out and 
invites you to a gathering of like-minded business people. He understands 
how important it is to integrate your faith with your work whether you own 
your business or are sorting mail at your office.

“It’s not your station in life that dictates 
your work for God, it’s your heart,” says 
Troy.  “I’m just thankful that CBMC came 
along when it did. Another example of 
God’s perfect timing.”     - Troy Duell

Heard the Call

Canada
United States
 of America
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D
A The Mayor’s 

Breakfast held in 
Oshawa, Ontario. 
This annual outreach 
brings in many 
business and 
professional people 
from the greater 
Oshawa area. It is 
a wonderful tool to 
reach those in the 
marketplace for 
Jesus Christ and 
build relationships 
for future growth.

10TH WORLD CONVENTION – ORLANDO, FLORIDA
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n Increase ministry capacity to establish and   
 strengthen national and regional leadership teams  
 around the world;

n Emphasize and support ministry activities which  
 build healthy and vital CBMC ministries globally by  
 maintaining a focus on ministry basics;

n Increase ministry support to foster cooperation
 and collaboration between Regional and National  
 Teams in the areas of communication, planning, 
 co-sponsoring events and co-funding projects; 

n Stabilize its funding through multiple sources and  
 platforms because it lacks a specific country base  
 from which to solicit donations.  

CBMC International 
Strategically Seeks To:

1. CBMC is a large global marketplace ministry with 
activities in 94 countries.  Such a diverse ministry needs an 
independent association to monitor the unique interests of 
the global ministry, maintain ministry standards, establish 
new teams and strengthen existing ones.  

2. National Associations need an effective forum to regularly 
discuss issues of mutual interest, promote the general 
advancement of the ministry globally and help coordinate 
ministry activities. The CBMCI Board and staff operate as that 
forum.  

3. CBMCI works to foster ministry unity and collaboration 
among the many CBMC countries and regions by:

 n Assisting in the formation and work of 
  Regional Boards; 

 n Planning and coordinating regional 
  Basic Training Conferences;

 n Promoting and coordinating the 
  World Convention every four years; 

 n Maintaining a CBMC World Events Calendar and   
  Leader’s Directory to facilitate and encourage 
  interaction between National Associations;

4. CBMCI is the founder and sponsor of the Global 
Leadership Team (GLT).  The GLT represent CBMC’s key global 
leaders.  The team’s primary purpose is to build unity among 
the global ministry by coming together to pray and share 
ministry victories, challenges and ideas. In addition they assist 
the CBMCI President and Board in seeking solutions to unique 
ministry challenges.

CBMC International is the global association for all CBMC 
National Associations with unique responsibilities. 

16th NATIONAL 
PRAYER MEETING – 
TOKYO, JAPAN

TEAM BUILDING – LIMA, PERU

6 MINISTRY 
PRACTICES

Calling

Prayer

Explore CBMC in the 
Global Marketplace Now:

www.cbmcint.org

Called by God to be His “ambassadors” as well 
as “salt” and “light” in the marketplace.

By developing intimacy with Christ, we seek His 
favor and power in reaching the lost and growing 
Christ-followers.

Effective teams of business and professional men 
and women who support one another and share 
our gifts in the marketplace.

We are compelled by the love of God  
to bring reconciliation to His prime 
creation, humanity, through the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In humility and love we will help  
each other become authentic  
Christ-followers.

Servant leadership, as modeled by 
Jesus Christ, is the way we will conduct 
ourselves in the marketplace.

Teams

Evangelism

Discipleship

Leadership

PRAYER TIME – JAPAN

TEAM MEETING – PARIS, FRANCE

CBMC USA HOSTING THE GLOBAL LEADERSHIP TEAM



FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY
FINANCIAL 
SUMMARY

CBMC is the tool that 
God has used to teach me 
how to share the Gospel 
and the love of God 
among professionals 
who are close to me. 

- Edison Celis

““

CBMC International, Inc. is a nonprofit, 
501(c)(3) organization. We are a charter 
member of the Evangelical Council for 
Financial Accountability and conform to 
the standards established by them. 

To support Marketplace Ministry through 
CBMCI, contribute now through our 
Online Giving Option.
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$ 384,776 

$ 62,578

$ 41,338 

$ 488,692

FY2014

$ 510,859 

$ 78,415

$ 48,550 

$ 637,824

MINISTRY SERVICES 

GENERAL & ADMINISTRATION

FUNDRAISING 
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CBMC is the world’s premier marketplace ministry.  
Therefore, it bears much responsibility to lead the way 
for others while remaining true to its calling.  We must 
do everything we can to accelerate and deepen the 
impact of our “harvest” activities, and teach others 
what is means to be CBMC.  To accomplish this will 
require our faithful dependence on the power and 
mercy of God coupled with our obedient, humble and 
servant hearts. 

In 2017 and beyond, as part of our strategic plans, we 
hope to establish CBMC Teams in:

AFRICA: Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, Swaziland 
and Uganda

ASIA: Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Japan, Laos, 
Mongolia, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Philippines 
and Thailand

EUROPE: Belgium, Belarus, Czech Republic, France, 
Moldova, Norway, Poland, Romania, Russia, Serbia, 
Slovakia, Spain and the United Kingdom

LATIN AMERICA: Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Dominican 
Republic and Panama

CBMC regards itself as a movement 
of God specifically tasked to bring 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to men and 
women in the marketplace. While the 
Gospel itself is timeless and never 
changes, our methods and tools must be 
tailored to meet the needs of the times in which we live. 

It is important to note that this vision will be impossible 
to realize without the power of God. So we call upon 
the name of the Lord to empower, guide, and direct His 
movement of men and women in the marketplace to:

n Increase our passion to invite as many as possible 
to the great “wedding feast” prepared by God Himself 
(Matthew 22:1-14).  In this way we will begin to see 
more lives transformed by the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
which will then transform families, companies, cities, 
and nations.

n Increase our influence with leaders in the global 
marketplace for even greater impact for the Gospel 
(Luke 22:24-27).

n Encourage other Christ-followers around the world 
to hear their call as “laborers” and marketplace 
“ambassadors for Christ” (Luke 10:2; 2 Corinthians 5:20).

Looking Forward

The Global Marketplace 
Transformed by the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ.
“ “

NATIONAL LEADERS IN AFRICA

PANAMA LEADERS
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$ 107,502 

$ 90,917 

$ 198,419

FY2014

$ (68,811) 

$ 159,728 

$ 90,917

CHANGE 

BEGINNING 

END

GENERAL &
ADMINISTRATION

12.8%

MINISTRY SERVICES

78.7%

FUNDRAISING

8.5%

EXPENSES
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$ 590,174 

$ 135

$ 5,885 

$ 596,194

FY2014

$ 566,273 

$ 196

$ 2,544 

$ 569,013

CONTRIBUTIONS 

INTEREST

OTHER INCOME 

TOTAL



INTERNATIONAL

Office: 520-334-1114
2850 N Swan Road,  Suite 160  |  Tucson, AZ 85712 USA
www.cbmcint.org

The Global Marketplace 
Transformed by the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ.




